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6. Northeast Face,  Right I I I  5.7
Firs t  Asc en t :  Bi l l  Pr imak ,  e t  a l  1962 

This  c l imb paral le l s  the route of  Nor theas t  Face  Le f t ,  but  features 
eas ier  c l imbing.  I t  i s  not  a  c lass ic .  Karl  Bol l inger  died in  an at tempt 
at  th i s  route  in  1953 when he fe l l  out  of  a  rope har ness  sys tem 
made up of  two loops  s l id  over  his  shoulders  l ike  a  backpack.  He 
had c l imbed up to  the r idge near  the top,  over  to  the west  s ide,  and 
apparent ly  fe l l .  This  was  near  the now-famous feather  cres t  on the 
Feather  Buttress  route.

Approach:  As  per  the Nor theas t  Face,  Le f t .

Beta :  A S tandard  Rack  wi l l  su f f i c e .

The Route:  This  c l imb heads  up s labs  to  a  big  ledge below a 
le f t - fac ing cor ner.  Fol low this  n ice  cor ner  sys tem of  3-4 pi tches, 
depending on how long you want  to  make them; ledges  abound. 
From the top of  the cor ner,  t raverse  down a l i t t le  and le f t  on ledges 
and some face moves  to  a  big  r ight- fac ing s lot  (which i s  o f ten wet ) . 
Cl imb this  s lot  to  the r idge and onto the less  s teep northwest  s ide 
of  the mountain.  Easy g round leads  to  the summit .

5. Northeast Face,  Left   I I I  5.8
Firs t  Asc en t :  Er i c  Beck  & St e v e  Rope r,  1962

The int imidat ing northeast  face of  Warbonnet  i s  sur pr i s ing ly 
access ible  to  c l imbers.  This  route  takes  the s teep wal l s  above The 
Plume,  a  smal ler  p innacle  that  s i t s  o f f  the easter n s ide of  the main 
peak.  The c l imb requires  good routef inding sk i l l s  and a high level 
of  commitment ;  bai l ing from this  c l imb i s  d i f f icul t .

Approach: The route of f ic ia l ly  s tarts  behind The Plume,  but 
gaining the s tart  of  the c l imb can be i t s  own adventure.  There are 
two pr imary ways  of  gaining this  notch.  Fir s t ,  and most  l ike ly  f rom 
the Cirque,  i s  to  c l imb the snow/rock gul ly  between the main peak 
and The Plume.  This  requires  most ly  easy snow c l imbing in early 
season,  and scary loose scrambl ing on wet  rock later  in  the year. 
Many part ies  s tray out  of  the gul ly  proper  and c l imb easy f i f th  c lass 
rock to  avoid this  mess.  The second opt ion i s  to  approach the notch 
from the south s ide.  This  approach takes  gul l ies  and ledges  above 
Arrowhead Lake,  and a l though a longer  approach from the Cirque, 
tends  to  be dr ier  and more so l id  than the norther n approach chute. 
There are several  large r ight- fac ing dihedrals  above the notch.  The 
route trends  r ight  of  the r ightmost  of  these  big  cor ners.

Beta :  A s tandard  rack  wi l l  b e  p l en t y  fo r  th i s  cl imb.  P lan  on  b r in ing  a  f e w more  shou lde r 
l eng th  s l ing s  than  usua l .

P1   4th Class   From the Warbonnet-Plume col ,  c l imb up s labs  to 
a  large ledge.  200 feet

P2   5.7   Cl imb a smal l  cor ner  near  the le f t  end of  the ledge, 
then traverse  r ight  on a  long,  low-ang le  ramp to the bottom of  a 
chimney.  175 feet

P3   5.8   Cl imb up the chimney/crack in  a  cor ner  to  a  good belay 
s tance.  This  s tance of ten has  f ixed gear/webbing.  160 feet

P4   5.8   Fol low f lakes  and discont inuous cracks  to  a  smal l  ledge 
below a large and ug ly  chimney.  160 feet

P5   5.6   Traverse  up and r ight  a long the ledge/crack,  c l imbing 
down and r ight  where the crack goes  vert ica l  and looks  hard.  15-20 
feet  r ight  of  here i s  an eas ier  and obvious  crack sys tem, c l imb i t  to 
a  s tance below a chimney.  120 feet

P6   5.6   Cl imb the chimney to  ledges  above.  This  takes  you to  the 
top of  the wal l .  180 feet

P7   3rd Class   Fol low s labs  to  the top.  100 feet Photo © Fred Pflughoft
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